104                        SHORT STORIES
*afed exchanged some words with the Goddess, which
I could not hear clearly, some kind of stupor came
upon me. In spite of the stupor, however, I was
aware that you went in and spoke to persons within
the room. I woke up in the morning and knew that
you had sent,me away because I could not have
stood the experience. Now when you asked me to
correct the verse I thought that it must be because
the Goddess had explained to you in the night
how the original verse represented truth".
" So you think that the lady who left us a little
while ago is Sharadamba?"
" No, sir. The lady that came last evening
was Sharadamba. This one was different."
" What do you think happened to the lady
that came in the night?"
" Sir, what do I know of all this? With your
spiritual attainments you can manifest a hundred
wonders. What shall I say of this one and that
other of them ? You were gracious and allowed
me to be aware that the visitor was Sharadamba
and I was aware. You are not pleased to let me
know anything more. I cannot know anything
more. Nor am I hurt, for I know that both in
what you permit and what you disallow you have
in mind what is good for me,"